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For children from birth to the end of Reception Class

Learn to Play, Play to Learn!





Communication and 

language

The development of children’s spoken 

language underpins all seven areas of 

learning and development.

 Chat

 Play

 Read

 Story telling and role play



Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development

Children’s personal, social and emotional 
development is crucial for children to lead 
healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to 
their cognitive development. 

 Strong relationships – adults and peers

 Manage emotions, self-regulation

 Develop a positive sense of self and   
confidence

 Independence, manage personal needs

 Being healthy

Children behave kindly to each other. They follow well-established routines willingly. This ensures a 

calm and safe learning environment. On the rare occasions when someone is unkind, adults quickly 

provide helpful support. Children play happily together, and they learn to share. They understand the 

rules. For example, they know that they need to tidy away equipment after using it.  OFSTED Jan 2023



Physical development
Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round 

development, enabling them to pursue happy, 

healthy and active lives

 Develop their core strength, stability, 

balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination 

and agility

 Gross motor skills

 Fine motor control  and precision helps with 

hand-eye co-ordination, which is later 

linked to early literacy 



Literacy

 Talking about stories, new words

 Reading – noticing print in the 

environment, having favourite

stories

 Mark making

 Helicopter stories and Poetry 

Basket

 Phonics: listening games, rhyming 

games, i spy, exploring sounds

Leaders plan many opportunities for children to develop a love of 

reading. Younger children enjoy sharing a book with staff and pointing 

at the pictures. They become familiar with certain books through the 

daily story time sessions. Leaders ensure that children who are ready 

progress on to recognising the sounds that some letters make or learn 

how to blend a few letters together. OFSTED Jan 2023



Mathematics

 Noticing through play

 Subitising, Number sense, five frames

 Noticing pattern, shape and number in 

the environment

 Language of size and comparison



Knowledge and 
Understanding of 
the World

 Exploring the environment 

and natural materials using all 

senses, talking about what 

they do with a wide range of 

words

 Caring for the environment 

and living things

 Positive attitudes towards 

others and themselves, people 

and communities

 Noticing changes

Staff help children to gain confidence in the wider 

world. Families share their cultural and religious 

festivals with each other. Children enjoy 

participating in a wide range of activities, such as 

climbing trees, strawberry picking, horse riding and 

visiting their local library. Staff teach children how 

to stay healthy. OFSTED Jan 2023



Expressive Arts 

and Design

 Simple Pretend play 

 Small world play

 Songs/dance/music

 Role play

 Exploring different 
materials and media, 
developing ideas on how to 
use them and what to 
make

 Mark making, drawing 
objects  with increasing 
detail



Assessment
Ongoing assessment involves practitioners knowing children’s level of achievement 

and interests, and then shaping teaching and learning experiences for each child 

reflecting that knowledge. 

 Two year progress check

 Children will be assessed with a reception baseline

 Children will be formally assessed at the end of the reception year using early 

learning goals



Staff help children to gain confidence in the wider world. Families 

share their cultural and religious festivals with each other. Children 

enjoy participating in a wide range of activities, such as climbing 

trees, strawberry picking, horse riding and visiting their local library. 

Staff teach children how to stay healthy. OFSTED Jan 2023









“Leaders have constructed an ambitious and well-sequenced curriculum across all seven areas of early learning. They use their 

considerable expertise to plan activities that build and connect children’s knowledge in small steps. Staff follow children’s interests 

when choosing activities that will help them to learn.” OFSTED Jan 2023






