


For children from birth to the end of Reception Class

Prime areas of learning

Knowledge
and Expressive art

and design

understanding
of the world

Specific areas of learning

Learn to Play, Play to Learn!
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Characteristics of Effective Learning

Engagement Motivation Thinking

Playing and Exploring Active Learning Creative and Critical e - = ) 2 m 11 I
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Finding out and exploring Being involved and concentrating Th'nklng

« Showing curiosity about objects, cvents + Maintaining focus on their activity for a
and pcugplc periad of time Having their own ideas

« Using senses to explore the world * Showing high levels of energy. fascination * Thinking of ideas
around them « Not easily distracted * Finding ways to solve problems
+ Engaging in open-ended activity * Paying attention to details » Finding new ways to do things

+ Showing particular interests
: Keeping on trying Making links o
Playing with what they know « Persisting with activity when challenges * Making links and noticing patterns in
« Pretending objects are things from their occur "‘@' Q(Peeﬂzm
experience * Showing a belief that more effort or a T ""‘! 7"0“’
* Representing their experiences in play different approach will pay off : il 3 t_ht'fd'dm‘ %
+ Taking on a role in their play + Bouncing back after difficulties Developing ideas On:mm
* Acting out experiences with other sequences, cause a 3

people

Enjoying achieving what they set out
to do Choosing ways to do things

Being willing to *have a go' * Showing satisfaction in meeting their own * Planning, making decisions about how to
* Initiating activities goals approach a task, solve a problem and

. reach a goal
« Seeking challenge Being proud of how they accomplished X X 7o
+ Showing a ‘can do’ attitude something — not just the end result * Checking how well their activities are
« Taking a risk, engaging in new
expeniences, and learning by trial and
error

« Enjoying meeting challenges for their own going
sake rather than external rewards or * Changing strategy as needed

* Reviewing how well the approach
worked

praise



Communication and
language

The development of children’s spoken
language underpins all seven areas of
learning and development.

Chat
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Read
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» Story telling and role play




' dl Personal, Social
= and Emotional
Development

Children’s personal, social and emotional
development is crucial for children to lead
healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental t
their cognitive development.

» Strong relationships - adults and peers
» Manage emotions, self-regulation

» Develop a positive sense of self and
confidence

» Independence, manage personal needs
» Being healthy




Physical development

‘2~ Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round
i development, enabling them to pursue happy,
healthy and active lives

» Develop their core strength, stability,
balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination
and agility

Gross motor skills

Fine motor control and precision helps with
hand-eye co-ordination, which is later

linked to early literacy




Talking about stories, new words

Reading - noticing print in the
environment, having favourite
stories

Mark making

Helicopter stories and Poetry
Basket

Phonics: listening games, rhyming
games, i spy, exploring sounds




Noticing through play

Subitising, Number sense, five frames

Noticing pattern, shape and number in
the environment
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Language of size and comparison




Exploring the environment
and natural materials using all
senses, talking about what
they do with a wide range of
words

Caring for the environment
and living things

Positive attitudes towards
others and themselves, peoples
and communities

Noticing changes
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Simple Pretend play
Small world play
Songs/dance/music
Role play

Exploring different
materials and media,
developing ideas on how to
use them and what to
make

Mark making, drawing
objects with increasing
detail




Assessment

Ongoing assessment involves practitioners knowing children’s level of achie
and interests, and then shaping teaching and learning experiences for each ch
reflecting that knowledge.

» Two year progress check
» Children will be assessed with a reception baseline

» Children will be formally assessed at the end of the reception year using early
learning goals




Staff help children to gain confidence in the wider world. Families

share their cultural and religious festivals with each other. Children

8 enjoy participating in a wide range of activities, such as climbing

> 2 | = trees, strawberry picking, horse riding and visiting their local library.
| . : : Staff teach children how to stay healthy. OFSTED Jan 2023










With rules

Improve self-
esteern and salf-
confidence

Improve sacial
skills

With risk

of forest

Contribute to
learners”
knowledge and
understanding
the environment
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the Give new
development of perspectives to
language and teachers and
communication learners
skilss

With rules

physical

school ~ ™=

With risk

Research on benefits from :
A guide to Forest School in
Wales Published April 2015




Curricular goal 1:
+ To become a confident leamer, and make positive relationships with adults
and peers in the setting
Milestone 1 (2 years)
= (hildren make a2 sirong| Before children arrive in the setiing

relationship with their key person.
They separate confidently from
their carer and arrive ready to
engage with their leaming.

#* They use their key person as a
secure  base  throughout the
session, fouching base when
needed. They are happy to play
aglongside other children engaged
in & similar theme,

adults carmy out home visits and have at
least two settling im sessions with a carer.
They build wp to full sessions as and
when they are ready.

Children are able to engage in a range of
activities with suppor.

Curricular goal

* To manage their own self rare Induding toileting, handwashing, eating and dothing
and begin to take responsibility for tasks around the nursery.

Curricular geal 3:

« To engage in 2 variety of imaginative play situations and make up their own

story.

Milestone 1 (2 years)

= Children will select and use resources
independently when appropriate,

# They beginto be independent in their
self-care.

# Children will understand a ocne-part
instruction, for example find your
coat, wash your hands,

Children are inareasingly independent in the
setting. They choose their own activity, They
can select snack, eating independently and
drink from an open cup. They are beginning
to be independent with clothing, for example
remove their coat and shoes. Adults will
model hand washing and support children
with this. Adults model how to tidy up and
return toys to their correct place at the end of
@ Se5sion.

Milestone 1 (2 years)

*  Children will play with small world
toys and begin to develop their
pretend play alongside peers.

*  Children will show an enjoyment
of simple songs, rhymes and
familiar stories.

*  Children will begin to re-enact
first hand experiences through
role play.

Adults will provide a range of small world
toys, inside and out and model play
scenarios. Adults will scaffold children's
play, and support learning by sharing
books | songs and rhymes with puppets
and props. Adults  will introduce
helicopter story sessions.

Milestone 2 (2-3)

» Children take tums in pretend
play and are able to share
respurces with adult support.

+ They are beginning to access a
range of resources independenthy.

Adults support children in their play
throughout the sessions. Children are
increasingly confident to challenge
themselves with harder activities with
adult scaffolding.

Milestone 3 (3-4)

#+ (Children persevere with more
chiallenging activities and are able
to negotiate plans and share
resources independently.

= They initiate conversations with
adults and their peers using talk
1o organise themselves and their
play.

Final milestone: (4-+)

+ (Children follow the rules of the
setting, and understand why they
are important.

They talk freely about their
feelings and understand how
others might feel.

Adults model language which promotes
thinking and challenges children. They
use open-ended questions, encouraging
thinking and longer responses. They use
sustained shared thinking to work
together to solve problems, clarify
concepts, evaluate activities and extend
narratives.

Adults help children to elaborate how
they and others are feeling in a range of
different situations.

Milestone 2 [2-3)

= Children will show an indreasing
desire to be independent such as
choosing snack, finding their ocwn
belengings.

= Children will use the toilet with adult
support where needed.

= Children will understand & two-part
instruction, for example find your
coat and go outside,

Children will be encouraged to make dchoices,
for example at snack time. They will be
supported to wash their hands and find their
own belongings. Adults will support them to
understand why this is important, Adults will
support children to use the toilet, Adults will
support children to become more involved in
tidying up at transition times in the day.

Milestone 2 {2-3)

* Children will start to interact with
their peers in play situations, and
show an interest in joining in.

* Children will engage in rhymes,
songs and stories, joining in with
words and actions.

Adults will continue to support children
in their small world and role play. Adults
will share core books and rhymes to help
the children develop their vocabulary.

Milestone 3 (3-4)
+ Children will be able to take off and
put on their coat and manage zips.
They will be able to put on aprons for
painting.

+ Children will use the toilet and wash
hands, largely independently.
Final milestone: (4-+)

= Children will be able to manage their
own cothing incuding footwear, be
independent at snack — pouring their
own drink and getting their own
plate, cups and fruit.

+ They will be independent in toileting
and handwashing.

+  They will feel a sense of community,
take responsibility for themselves
and show willingness to contribute to
Mursery life.

Children will find their own belongings at
home time, and when going cutside. They will
help at tidy up time.

Adults will encourage dhildren to take
responsibility for their own belongings. They
will provide daily opporiunities for the
children to camy out tasks and undertake age
appropriate responsibilities.

Milestone 3 {3-4)

*  Children will play with their peers,
developing ideas together and
acting out & range of scenarios.
They will use talk to organise
themselves and their play.

* Children will enjoy listening to
longer stories and will remember
much of what happened. They
begin to become familiar with the
way stories are structured,

Final milestone: (4+)

* (Children will engage in extended

comversations about  stories,

leaming new vocabulary, They will
be able to namate a story they

have thought up.
* They will act out more complex
play situations with their peers.

Adults will lead helicopter story sessions
weekly, taking private stories in free flow,
and acting them cut together. Adults will
plan for different role play activities both
inside and out, providing a wide range of
rescurces to allow children to develop
and extend their play.

Adults will share a range of books which
reflect diversity, both familiar stories and
new. Regular sharing of books and
discussion of ideas will help children to
develop their  enjoyment and
understanding of books.




Curricular goal 4:

» To use a wide range of resources safely, when constructing large-scale creations.

To engage in physical games and activitdes

Milestane 1 (2 years)
#  Children will move freely in different places
both inside and out.
= They will explore a range of materials and
equipment, learning what physical risks
they can take confidendy.

Children have daily opportunities to explore the
indoor and outdoor enviromment. Staff  will
provide a range of eguipment to develop and
challenge their physical skills.

Milestone 2 (2-3)
# Children will contnue to develop their
maovement and balancing skills.
#  They will use large muscle movement to
explore equipment.

Adults will model the vocabulary associated with
physical activities and managing risk. They will
model how to transport equipment safely and talk
about the reasons why we have rules.

Milestone 3 (3-4)
# Children will start taking part in group
activities which they make wp themselves.
#»  They will match their developing physical
skills 1o activities in the zetting such as
choasing how to trawvel round an obstacle
course.
= They kick a stationary ball with either foot,
throw a ball and start to catch a large ball
loy using twio hands and their chest to trap
it
= They jump up into the air with both feet
leaving the floor and can jump forward a
small distance.
= They use wheeled toys with increasing skill
such as pedalling. balancing, holding
handlebars and sitting astride.
Final milestone: (4+)
=  Children will choose approfpni ate resources
to cammy out their own plan. They
collaborate with ofhers to manage large
tems
The children will be able to explain why
safety is an important factor.
They can grasp and release with two hands
to thirow and catch a large ball, beanbag or
an ohject.
They run and negotiate space sucoessfully,
adjusting speed or direcion to avoid
obstadles.
They can balance on one foot
They can jump off an object and lands
appropriately using hands, arms and body
1o stabilise and balance

Adults will prompt children  where
appropriate/necessary as reminders of how we
can keep safe.

Adults will model different ways to climb, balance|

and travel along equipment.

Adults will have clear rules for children to fol ow.
They will scaffold the children's language and
ideas as they develop the confidence to set up
and tackle different equipment.

Curmicular goal 5:
& (Children will show an understanding of different ways we can kesp our mind and body

healthy.

Milestone 1 (2 years)

Children will establish their sense of self
in the setting, and express preferences
and decisions.

Children will be able to engage others
through gestures, gaze and talk.

Adults will encourage children o make
choices throughout sessions, from a limited
range of options, for example at snack.
Adults will begin to talk about making
healthy choices, for example through
cooking activities

Milestone 2 (2-3)

Children  will play with
confidence of their own.
Children will be able to express a range
of emotions, for example when happy
or upset, and begin to talk about them.
Childrem  will begim to recognise
differences and similarities between
their peers.

increasing

Adults will model a range of emotions,
talking about them while children play.
Adults will use [anguage to explain different
emaotions,

Adults will use stories and props to engage
children and support their understanding of
different feelings, abilities and cultures.

Milestone 3 (3.4)

Children will be able to identify how
other children are feeling.

Children will be able to identify and
moderate their own feelings sodally

and emotionally.

Children will be able to identify
foodsdrink  that s  healthy and
unhealthy.

Children will be able to talk about
different forms of exercise.

Final milestone: (4+)

Children will be able to talk about
different ways we can look after
ourselves, for example our teeth,
bodies and minds.

Children will confidently be able to
identify amd express a range of
emotions.

Children will begin to understand the
importance of keeping safe online.

Adults will support children to undersiand
witty other children might be feeling upset or
angry. They will support dhildren to develop
independence in resolving confiict, and use
stories o promote discussion  about
emotions.

Through cooking activities adults  will
support children to understand why some
foods are healthier than others.

Adults will support children to understand
the importance of looking after our teeth,
bodies and mind, for example through
healthy eating, exercise and sleep.

Adults will support children to understand
safe ways of using technology.

Curricular goal 6:
+ To be able to talk about favourite books.

+ To begin to recognise letters and show an awareness of rhyme and alliteration

Milestone 1 (2years)
+ Children will enjoy listening 1o songs,
rhiymes and simple stories, and join in
with some words and actions.

Adults will sing songs and rhymes and read
stories daily. They will build up 2 bank of
fawourites that are revisited. These will reflect
the diversity of our children. All children will
have the opportunity to borrow books from
nursery to share at home.

Milestone 2 (2-3)
= Children will pay attention and notice
pictures and words in favourite books.
#+ Children will join in with some words
and phrases from familiar rhymes and
stories.

+ (Children will have favourite books, and
seek them out.

Fnal milestone {(4+)

# (Children will be able to re-tell familiar
stories and engage in conversations
about them.

Children will recognise some letters and
be able to link them to objects starting
with that sound.

Children will be able to blend sounds in
simple words such as c-a-t orlly and
continue a rhyming string.

Adults will point out simple key features in
books such as front cover, illustrations, and
wiords.

Books and signs will be evident throughout all
areas of the nursery, Adults will provide regular
phonic  opportunities, with a focus on
ervironmental and instrumental sounds.
Adults will provide props and small world play
to support storytelling.

Adults will continue re and discuss a wide
range of books and encourage responses and
questions.

Adults will provide exciting, muli-senscry
phonic  opportunities  with a  f on
alliteration games, | spy, syllable games sound
around us and robot talk.




Curmicular goal T:
+  (hildren will be able to areate a picture or model using their own ideas. They will be
able to copy their name, and use cutting tools appropriately.
Milestone 1 (2years)
+  (Children will make simple models which

express their ideas, for example using
wooden blocks, duplo or stickle bricks.
Children  will develop control and
dexterity by exploring different materials
using all their senses, for example;
playdough, gloop, plasticine, day and
sand.

Final milestone (4+)

Children will be able to use different
methods and tools to explore materials
safiely.

Children will use drawing to represent
emotions and ideas.

Children will be able to hold with a
functional grip to copy their name using
recognisable letters,

Adults will model how to use a range of
different small and large-scale construction
resources,

Adults will provide a range of materials and
joining tools for exploration, swuch as glue
sticks, tape and scissors,

Adults will provide daily opportunities to
practise large muscle movements indoors
and out,

Adults will introduce dhildren to different
artists from acoss times and cultures. They
will talk about differences between artists
work, for example colours and media.

Adults will provide regular opportunities for
children to add their names to pictures and
models.

Curricular goal 8
+ To show an awareness of pattern, dhange and shape in the ermironment.

Milestone 1 (2 years)

Children will settle in and become familiar
with their natural surroundings making
simple observations.

Children will explore size and weight in
everyday contexts, and

different 2d and 3d shapes. They
complete simple inset puzzles.

Milestone 2 (2-3)

Children  will explore collections  of
materials with similar and different
properties. They will talk about what they
see in the emvironment using a growing
wacabulary.

Children will compare, explore and talk
about 2d and 3d shapes using informal
ard mathematical language such as sides,
carners, flat, round. They will talk about
and identify pattems around them using
informal languag

Final milestone (4+)

Children will select shapes appropriately
for tasks and be able to explain their
thinking.

Chilldren will be able to combine shapes
to make new ones. They will be able to
talk about and make comparisons
between, ohbjects=  using  specific
technigues such as measurement.
Children will be able to talk about
changes in the weather and seasons.

Adults will ensure children have free access to the
outside area and natural world throughout sessions
and in all weathers. They will encourage curicsity,
appreciation and respect for our environment. Adults
will ensure children have access to insst puzzles.
natural objects. loose parts. stacking toys, and will be
encouraged to bring natural items into the setting.

Adults will imtroduce and scaffold new wocabulary.
They will emcourage children to play freely with a
range of natural materials, blocks, puzzles and shape
sorters. Adults will use open ended guestions — what
do you notica? What is the same? Different?

Adults will facilitate trips beyond the nursery. for
example seasonal walks, trips to the library, local park
et

Staff will provide rich opportunities to develop
observational skills and the ability to talk about the
wider world

Milestone 1 (2years)

Children will join in with simple numiber
rhymes,

Children will react to changes of amount
in a2 group of up to three items, and
begin to use number to make
comparisens for example more, lots et
Children will develop early counting
skills, saying some numibers in seguence.

Final Milestone: (4+)

Children will experiment with their can
symbols and marks as well as numerals.
Children  will solve real world
mathematical problems with numbers
upto 5.

Children will compare quantities using
language: 'more than', fewer than'.

Adults will use available opportunities, including
feeding and changing times for finger-play,
outdoors and inside, such as ‘Round and round the
garden’. They will sing finger rhymes which imolve
hiding and returning, like Twe little dicky birds.”
Adults will draw attention to dhanges in ameunts, for
example, by adding more bricks to a tower, or eating
things up. They will offer repeated experiences with
the counting sequence.

Adults will encourage children to record their cwn
findings.

Adults  will model mathematical language
throughout the day, both inside and outdoors.




